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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

Claims 1, 2 and 9-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by 
Kitaoka (JP 2002278174 A). 

Kitaoka teaches the following: 

Claim 1: 

A document transporting device (fig. 1), comprising: 



a platen cover adapted to expose and cover a platen (21a, 21b), the platen cover 
including an automatic document transporting section ADF that has a document transport path 
formed thereinside for transporting an original document to the platen; 
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a document holder 90 ("pressure plate white sheet") mounted on a mounting portion of a 
surface of the platen cover, the surface facing the platen when the platen is covered with the 
platen cover; 

E.H4] 
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Document Holder 



an exposing mechanism including a movable plate 90g, the movable plate being 
disposed between the document transport path and an exposed area that is located at a lateral 
end of the mounting portion (as shown in fig. 6, reproduced above), 

wherein the exposing mechanism is adapted to expose the document transport path 
through the exposed area by moving, away from the exposed area, the movable plate 90g and 
a first portion of the document holder 90 that is positioned on the exposed area (See fig. 6b & 
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Paragraph 0024 "a lower guide plate, contained in the exit unit 90g, is opened wide for jam 
processing." Paragraph [0040] "the opening for the jam processing of the ADF can smoothly 
and fully be opened without removing the pressure plate itself"). 

Compare Kitaoka's teaching illustrated by figs. 1, 4 & 6, reproduced above, to 
application claimed invention illustrated by fig. 10, reproduced below: 



APPLICATION FIG. 10 

38 
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Claim 2: 

The document transporting device according to claim 1, wherein the movable plate 90g 
has a first surface and a second surface, the first surface serving as part of the document 
transport path, the second surface being connected to the first portion of the document holder, 
and the movable plate 90g being supported pivotably around a pivot shaft 90h that is oriented in 
a direction perpendicular to a document transport direction (See figs. 1 & 6). 
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Claim 9: 

The document transporting device according to claim 1, wherein the exposing 
mechanism (90g, 90h) is adapted to withdraw the document holder 90 along the surface of the 
platen cover in a direction away from the document transport path (as shown in figs. 6a & 6b. 
Note that the document holder 90 slides along the surface of the platen cover — See further 
discussion in claim 8 below). 

Claim 10: 

A document transporting device, comprising: 

a platen cover adapted to expose and cover a platen, the platen cover including an 
automatic document transporting section ADF that has a document transport path formed 
thereinside for transporting an original document to the platen; 

a document holder mounted on a mounting portion of a surface of the platen cover so as 
to be movable (sliding) laterally along the surface (as shown in figs. 6a & 6b — See further 
discussion in claim 8 below), the surface facing the platen when the platen is covered with the 
platen cover; and 

a movable plate 90g disposed between the document transport path and an exposed 
area that is located at a lateral end of the mounting portion, the movable plate being adapted to 
be movable from an exposing position to a covering position and vice versa, the document 
transport path being exposed when the movable member is in the exposing position and 
covered when the movable member is in the covering position (See discussion in claim 1). 
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Claim 11: 

All that is claimed, including a document reading device (Paragraph [0001] "image 
reader") and document reading section adapted to read image data from an original document 
placed on the platen (Paragraph 0028 "manuscript reading"). 

Claim 12: 

All that is claimed, including an image forming apparatus (Paragraph 0001 "image 
forming device"), a document reading section adapted to read image data from an original 
document placed on the platen (as discussed in claim 11); and an image forming section 
adapted to form an image based on image data as read by the document reading section 
(Paragraph 0001 "copying machine"). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kitaoka in 
view of Rude (US 6,470,532 B2). 

Claim 3: 

Kitaoka, as discussed above, teaches the document transporting device according to 

claim 2. 
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Kitaoka, however, doesn't teach a biasing member for applying to the movable plate 90g 
such a force as to move the movable plate 90g from an exposing position to a covering position, 
the document transport path being exposed when the movable member 90g is in the exposing 
position and covered when the movable member 90g is in the covering position. Kitaoka seems 
to rely on friction force of a friction hinge (having pin 90h) to keep the movable member 90g 
tightly closed in a covering position (See paragraph 0042). A reason for the movable member 
90g to be tightly closed is to maintain a same transport path when feeding documents. 

Incidentally, Rude teaches that all friction hinges exhibit some amount of spring back. 
When these hinges (for example, a friction hinge of fig. 1, reproduced below) of a laptop 
computer having such hinges but no latch mechanism) are closed, they spring open slightly due 
to the strain energy stored in the spring element that produces the hinge's friction. Therefore, 
additional closing torque, beyond that provided by the friction hinge, is needed to keep a lid or 
plate equipped with a friction hinge tightly closed (Col. 1 lines 43-52). Rude further teaches a 
biasing member 31 (fig. 10) providing the additional torque to keep the lid or plate tightly closed. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the present 
invention was made to recognize that all friction hinges exhibit some amount of spring back and 
a biasing member (e.g. spring) would be needed to provide additional torque to keep a friction 
hinge tightly closed, as taught by Rude. As such, it would also have been obvious to provide 
Kitaoka's device with a biasing member for applying to the movable plate 90g such a force (or 
torque) as to move the movable plate 90g from an exposing (open) position to a covering 
(closed) position, so that the movable plate 90g would be tightly closed when it is in the covering 
position. 

Claim 4: 

Kitaoka as modified teaches the document transporting device according to claim 3, 
wherein the mounting portion has an unfixed area that a second portion of the document holder 
90 faces but is not fixed to (See fig. 6b, reproduced below), and 
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a fixed area that a third portion of the document holder 90 faces and is fixed to, the 
exposed area and the fixed area sandwiching the unfixed area therebetween, and wherein the 
document holder 90 is supported in at least part of the exposed area by the movable plate 90g 
and supported in at least part of the fixed area by the platen cover. 

Claim 5: 

Kitaoka as modified teaches the document transporting device according to claim 4, 
wherein the exposing mechanism (90g, 90h) is adapted to withdraw the first portion of the 
document holder 90 by pivoting the first portion in a direction away from the document transport 
path, and wherein the second portion is adapted to bend smoothly (as shown in fig. 6b). 

Claim 6: 

Kitaoka as modified teaches the document transporting device according to claim 5, 
wherein the document holder has a sheet member 90 attached to each of the second and third 
portions, the sheet member being flat and smooth (as shown). 

Claim 7: 

Kitaoka as modified teaches the document transporting device according to claim 6, 
wherein the document holder 90 is adapted to be detachable from the movable plate and from 
the platen cover (Paragraph 0039 "the attachment method for the pressure plate part is based 
on adhesion by a double-sided tape," which is detachable). 
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Claim 8: 

The document transporting device according to claim 3, wherein the exposing 
mechanism (90g, 90h) is adapted to withdraw the first portion of the document holder 90 by 
pivoting the first portion in a direction away from the document transport path, and wherein 
portions of the document holder other than the first portion (i.e. the third portion) are adapted to 
be movable (sliding) along the surface of the platen cover (See figs. 6a & 6b and paragraph 
0039 "said pressure plate part can be slid horizontally"). 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should be directed 
to 'Wyn' Q. HA whose telephone number is (571 )272-2863. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - 
Friday, from 8am - 4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Judy Nguyen 
can be reached on 571-272-2258. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application Information 
Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or 
Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more 
information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.qov . 

Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



NQH 



/Jill E. Culler/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2854 



